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MEDIA STATEMENT 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE        10 JUNE 2016 

ANNOUNCEMENT ON THE ISSUE OF TITLE DEEDS FOR RESIDENTS RESIDING ON INGONYAMA TRUST 
LAND 

Ingonyama Trust Act No.3KZ 1994 was passed to enable the land which belonged to the former KwaZulu 

Government to be held in trust for the communities. His Majesty the King is the sole Trustee. In 1998 the Ingonyama 

Trust Board [ITB] was created through the Amendment Act of 1997 with the purpose of establishing the Board to 

administer the affairs of the Trust and the Trust land. The Board therefore had a task to manage land and develop 

policies to ensure effective management of land and the affairs of the Trust. This means amongst others, policy 

development and legislative compliance. In practice the Board provides strategic leadership in the management of 

the land while the day to day administration is done by the Traditional Councils under the leadership of amakhosi who 

are the actual leaders of the beneficiaries of the land. The existence of an entity like ITB is unique in KwaZulu-Natal 

and it manages 2,8million ha of land. 

The initiative by His Majesty the King to announce the beginning of a process of granting of residential titles is the first 

in the country on communal land.  

The Ingonyama Trust Act provides that land reform legislation will apply to land administered by the Ingonyama Trust 

Board. For a while now the legislation has been considered by the Department of Rural Development and Land 

reform. However the Ingonyama Trust Board in consultation with His Majesty and because of its unique nature saw a 

need to commence the process whilst waiting for the guidelines from the Minister responsible for Rural Development 

and Land Reform who is also the Executive Authority of Ingonyama Trust Board. 

As indicated by His Majesty, the process will take years as policies, guidelines, consultation with all stakeholders 

including the engagement of the National Minister of the Department of Land Affairs and Rural Development will have 

to take place. Ingonyama Trust Board is not in a position to unpack the details of the process to allow for its internal 

processes as well as engagements with key stakeholders. The full programme of how titles will be issued will be 

unpacked in the public domain once it has been finalized. 

ISSUED ON BEHALF OF INGONYAMA TRUST BOARD BY CHAIRPERSON: INGONYAMA TRUST BOARD 

For further enquiries contact Chairperson of Ingonyama Trust Board - 083 627 5513  
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